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Ao When nine out of every 10
....'_"_:_ | movies are all style and no
| substance, that 10th film
| manages to make it all worth
S while. -

- | Hero combines awe-in-
. spiring visual imagery with
- anti-war sentiments. The
~ j/screen is always filled with
. | dwesome vistas, tranquility
and a myriad of colors. Yet it
balances these with a much
deeper message.

. In tone and style, Hero
falls somewhere between
Crouching Tiger, Hidden
Dragon and Kurosawa's
works.

Hero puts the evils of war
into a single human’s per-
spective in ways that you
don’t see in most war movies.
Nameless (Jet Li), a grown or-
phan, ' to stand
strong under the gaze of tens
of thousands 'of warriors.

-Evé. "j'n'ﬁ; ée of certain
death, ‘Nameless, Broken
Sword (Tony Leung Chiu
Wai) and Snow (Maggie Che-
ing) are wﬂl_ﬁ%g to die for
theinbeliefs, ' "% = &; x

Hero emphasizes the
er of the individual and t|
need for ideals in the face of
peaceful opposition is.d'é'cjc'll‘
edly Eastern; the message of
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heroic to lay down one's life
to save the masses from suf-
fering.

It starts with Nameless en-
tering the palace of Qin, one
of the seven warring nations
that will someday become
China. The King (Daoming
Chen) is told that Nameless
has killed the three reasons

[}

King sees the lie in his words,
and the two then battle with
wits and words as the King
forces Nameless’ true intent
outinto the open.

Most of the movie is told in
flashbacks. The settings in-
clude an assault on a callig-
raphy school, a burial cere-
mony on a lake and the
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Jet Li, known for his incrfe,/dible martial arts skill, takes his
‘talent to new heights in Hero, now playing in theaters.

\ ,.
the Kig‘g can't sleep at night:
Snow, Sky ahd Broken Sword.

(Allowed within 100 paces
Nameless is

s tale of how
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throne room of the palace.
Each frame of film is striking,
from a literal rain of arrows
to hundreds of thousands of
soldiers in formation. |

Hero was released in Chi-
na (wo years ago. The only
way to see it in the United
States was through bootleg

|Jet Li’'s Hero conquers U.S. screens

DVDs. Then, in what may be
the only good thing he's done
since Jackie Brown, Quentin
Tarantino convinced the We-
insteins that Miramax should
get the distribution rights for
the film.

They agreed, but only if

Tarantino’s name was added
above the title. The result is

the original, uncut version of

Hero, available at your near-

est theater.

Thanks go to Tarantino,
because this is a movie that
must be experienced in the
theater. The crisp colors and
sounds are half of the amaze-
ment of Hero. This is the kind
of movie that washes over
you, that sucks you in with
unbelievable shots and a
weird kind of grace.

Taking a cue from Ang
Lee’s Crouching Tiger, Hid-
den Dragon, the fighters in
Hero make battle into a
dance, a routine that is not to
be disrupted by anything (es-
pecially gravity). This movie
has the power to suspend be-
lief: a battle where the war-
riors fight on and over a lake
seems fully plausible in their
world.

This is way better than
Crouching Tiger, and one of
the best films of the year.

Grade: A



